The Core

All Nations Reached with the Gospel – Part 1

Icebreaker:  How do you feel, in general, about meeting new people?
Read:  Section III entitled, “All Nations Reached with the Gospel \ The Great Commission” in The Core booklet.

Break into groups of 4-5 for the following discussion questions.
1. Read Matthew 22:37-40 & 28:18-20.  If you were to rate yourself on a scale, with the Great Commission on one end and the Great Commandment at the other, which way would the scale lean?  

2. Why do you think we tend, at times, to attempt to fulfill one, often at the expense of the other?  (I.e. being so focused on personally loving God, but giving little thought to the eternal destination of unbelievers around us.)

3. How could obeying the Great Commission be seen as an expression of obedience to the Great Commandment?  

4. Read 1 Peter 2:9.  How do you think this verse deconstructs the common understanding that only ‘certain especially called people’ are to be missionaries?  What keeps you from being ‘on mission’ to reach your family, workplace, neighborhood, city, nation or world for Jesus Christ?

5. What is one step you could take that would help you to share your faith more regularly with people?

6. How have you been equipped or trained to share your faith with a nonbeliever?  What is a step you could take to get better trained?

Prayer:  Pray for each other based on your answer to #5 or #6.  
Sample prayer:  “Dear God, I lift up  ______________’s request to You. In Jesus’s name.  Amen.”

Scripture Passages:

Question 1:

Jesus replied:  "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."
Matthew 22:37-40

Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
Matthew 28:18-20
Question 4:
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
1 Peter 2:9
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All Nations Reached with the Gospel – Part 2

Icebreaker:  Which character from Winnie the Pooh (i.e. Pooh, Kanga, Roo, Piglet, Eeyore, Owl, Tigger, Rabbit) do you most identify yourself with?  Why?
Read:  Section III entitled, “All Nations Reached with the Gospel \ The Great Commission” in The Core booklet.

Break into groups of 4-5 for the following discussion questions.
1. Read Ephesians 4:11-16.  According to vs. 11-13 what is the primary role of those called to be apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers?

2. According to vs. 12, what is the role of God’s people (that means you!)?

3. What is the word picture being painted of what God’s people (i.e. the church) looks like when it is working together?  What do you think are some of the necessary factors that ‘support and hold it all together’?

4. Does this scripture allow for any member of God’s church to sit on the sidelines?  What has kept you on the sidelines in the past?

5. Read 2 Timothy 4:5.  How does this verse counteract the thought that ‘evangelism is only for those gifted in that area’?  What does this verse challenge you personally?

6. What is one step you could take this week to ‘play your part’ in the body of Christ?

Prayer:  Pray for the person on your left, based on your answers to #6.  
Sample prayer:  “Dear God, I lift up  ______________’s request to You. In Jesus’s name.  Amen.”

Scripture Passages:

Question 1:

It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.   14Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 
Ephesians 4:11-16

Question 5:
5But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.
2 Timothy 4:5
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All Nations Reached with the Gospel – Part 3

Icebreaker:  Which of these life transitions was easiest for you (Explain your answer): Your first day of Kindergarten, going from middle school to high school, starting your first job, high school to college, single to married life, becoming a parent?
Read:  Section III entitled, “All Nations Reached with the Gospel \ The Great Commission” in The Core booklet.

Break into groups of 4-5 for the following discussion questions.
1. Read 2 Cor. 9:22-23.  How might ‘doing all things for the sake of the gospel’ affect life decisions regarding family, moves, career opportunities, etc?
2. Where do you think the balance is between being ‘culturally relevant’ (i.e. being all things to all men) and being influenced by the world’s culture?
3. What would change in your decision-making process if you started asking the question:  “How will this decision or choice affect my success in reaching the world for Christ?”
4. Read Psalm 78:5-7.  Why do you think it is so important for a church to put a special emphasis on reaching younger generations with the Gospel?
5. How could you personally be involved in reaching the ‘next generation’ coming up behind you?
Prayer:  Pray for the person on your left, based on your answers to #5.  

Sample prayer:  “Dear God, I lift up  ______________ to You. Please help him/her to reach the next generation by ____________________.  In Jesus’s name.  Amen.”

Scripture Passages:

Question 1:

“To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some. 23I do all things for the sake of the gospel, so that I may become a fellow partaker of it.” 
2 Cor. 9:22-23 (NASB)
Question 4:
5 He decreed statutes for Jacob 
       and established the law in Israel, 
       which he commanded our forefathers 
       to teach their children, 

 6 so the next generation would know them, 
       even the children yet to be born, 
       and they in turn would tell their children. 

 7 Then they would put their trust in God 
       and would not forget his deeds 
       but would keep his commands. 






Psalm 78:5-7
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Icebreaker:  What other countries have you visited?  Which was your favorite?  Why?
Read:  Section III entitled, “All Nations Reached with the Gospel \ The Great Commission” in The Core booklet.

Break into groups of 4-5 for the following discussion questions.
1. Read Matthew 25:34-40.  How are acts of compassion and service to the poor and needy a part of reaching all nations with the gospel?  How have you been personally impacted by helping to meet such needs?

2. Read Acts 1:8.  Has there been a time when you have ‘received power’ from the Holy Spirit as you stepped out to be a witness?  What happened?

3. Where might be your personal “Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, and the ends of the earth”?  What are some ways you could be a witness in each area?
4. How do you think church planting would fit into fulfilling the Great Commission as described in this verse?  What would keep you from joining a church plant in a new city?

5. Have you ever gone on a mission trip?  If so, what impact did it have on you?
6. In international ministry, why do you think it might be important to entrust the reaching of a particular country to the nationals that have been saved and raised up within that country?

Prayer:  Share a request based on this question:  How can you be more involved in reaching all the nations for Christ?  Pray for the person on your left.  

Sample prayer:  “Dear God, I lift up  ______________’s request  to You. Please help him/her to be more involved in reaching all the nations for Christ.  In Jesus’s name.  Amen.”

Scripture Passages:

Question 1:

"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.'  37"Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' 40"The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' 
Matthew 25:34-40

Question 2:
8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
Acts 1:8
